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Upcoming Concerts
at FPC

Carol McClure, Director of Children’s and
Youth Music Ministries at FPC, was prominently
featured in the “UK Report” of the December 2013 issue of The
American Organist – the American Guild of Organists’ monthly
magazine. Sarah MacDonald, who wrote the article, is a close
friend of Carol and also the Director of Music in the Chapel at
Selwyn College, Cambridge. Last July, she served as a guest
choral clinician at Carol’s ABRSM National Summer Harp
Academy, in which a number of choristers from FPC
participated. Sarah writes, “My brief was to turn a subset of the

harpists into a choir, with a view to performing the whole of Britten’s Ceremony at
the end of the week.” The Ceremony to which she refers is the Ceremony of Carols,
Britten’s work for treble voices and harp, which the Psalmody and Doxology youth
choirs performed beautifully at this year’s Christmas concert and family Christmas Eve
service. A full copy of the article may be found by visiting the Music Ministry website
(music.fpcnashville.org) and clicking on “Blog.”

On Palm Sunday, April 13, at 4:00 P.M.,
Raphael Bundage will lead the First Presbyterian Church
Sanctuary Choir and the Nashville Symphony Orchestra
in a performance of J.S. Bach’s St. John Passion. Drake
Dantzler will sing the role of the Evangelist, John Kramar
will sing the role of Jesus and Keith Moore will sing the
role of Pilate. Other soloists are Alice Clements, Sarah
Wofford, Mareike Sattler, Greg Thomas, Ted Wylie and
Cody Muller. From the anguished cries of the opening
chorus to the sublime and triumphant closing chorale,
the piece takes listeners on a vivid journey through Jesus’
betrayal, arrest, trial, crucifixion and burial. With the
possible exception of Bach’s much lengthier St. Matthew
Passion, there are few pieces of music that could more compellingly set the stage for
Holy Week. This concert — made possible by the generous support of the M. Stratton
Foster foundation — is not to be missed!
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STAINED GLASS CONCERT

Sunday, April 13 @ 4:00 P.M.
FPC Sanctuary Choir & Nashville Symphony Orchestra

present J.S. Bach’s St. John Passion

SPRING CONCERT

Sunday, May 4 @ 4:00 P.M.
Nashville Chamber Singers

12:20 CONCERT

Sunday, June 29 @ 12:20 P.M.
Nashville Pipes and Drums

HANDBELL CONCERT

Sunday, July 13 @ 2:00 P.M.
Handbell Choir of First Presbyterian Church,

Red Bank, New Jersey

MUSIC MINISTRY
STAFF
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- Nick Bergin

I recently asked sisters and long-time choir members, Libby Marley and Sally Burch, to
respond to the now-familiar “In the Loft” questions. Please enjoy their thoughtful responses!

NB: What brought you to singing, and who has influenced you? 

LM:We were born singing! In the spring of my mother’s senior year at Wellesley, she organized a group for Methodists and
invited Boston University seminarians to come to the kick-off. My father led the singing, heard my mother sing and made a
beeline to her afterward. They were engaged six weeks later. We sang our bedtime prayers. Grace before meals was often sung to an
Asian tune: Ne’er forget God’s daily care, health and food and clothes to wear, freely we these gifts receive, may we not his spirit
grieve. There were five children, and we all took piano lessons. We sang around the piano, each of us taking a part. Once or twice a
year, our family would sing a piece for a church service. I started singing professionally during our college days in churches. At
Wellesley, I was the director of the college Madrigal group for two years and was also active in Chapel Choir and College Choir.
All the Music Department thought I had a music major – but I actually majored in English! After college I lived in Boston, where
I established an independent Madrigal group, continued professional church singing, sang with The Cantata Singers and had a role
in a Harvard production of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 

SB: I’ve been singing for as long as I can remember. My first
professional singing job was at the First Presbyterian Church in East
Lansing, Michigan, when I was majoring in Music Therapy at
Michigan State University in 1974, I think. I would have to say that
my parents were my biggest influence along with my older siblings.
My parents often told the story of how they met when they heard
each other’s singing voices. My father was a United Methodist
minister, and both of my parents were gifted singers. We sang often
at home at bed time, dinner time grace (rounds), and around the
grand piano at home and at church. As children, we all were active

in church and school choirs and we looked for opportunities to sing in talent shows. I remember most fondly the three sisters
singing together with oldest sister Rachel playing guitar at the local Michigan Bean Festivals. Libby and I attended a choir camp
together one summer. Each of the five children in my family took piano lessons and we each got to tour internationally with a
selected choral exchange program as high school students.

NB:What is your favorite anthem? Favorite hymn?

LM: My first love has always been the music of the church! My favorite anthem (really a concert piece) is “Psalm 90” by Charles
Ives. This choir has never sung it. I only sang it once over 40 years ago, but have never forgotten it. You could say it’s written on my
heart. My favorite hymn is “Come, Thou Fount of Ev’ry Blessing.”

SB: I enjoy the variety of anthems that we sing but one of my favorites is “Ubi Caritas” by Duruflé. I really can’t single out one
hymn! Some of my favorites include: “Be Thou My Vision, O Lord of My Heart,” “For All the Saints,” “In Christ There is No East
or West,” “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” “Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart” and “When Morning Guilds The Skies.”

NB: What is your most memorable experience of
singing in the choir at First Pres?

LM: I started with the choir in 1984, and I think the
most memorable experience was either my first Good
Friday Tenebrae service, or the concert when the
women sang Britten’s Ceremony of Carols with Dr.
Henry Fusner. Winnie Breast and Georganne
Robinson were the soprano soloists back then. And
what a treat it was to hear the youth choir perform
the same piece this year!

SB: Auditioning for Henry Fusner was one of the
most memorable experiences for me because it was
the start of my relationship with FPC. All of the
musical traditions at FPC mean so much to me: the
Christmas Eve service of Lessons and Carols, the Good Friday service, the
concerts with Nashville Symphony and the Broadway Dinner Theaters. Singing with the choir in Scotland at the Abbey on the
Island of Mull was truly memorable! Another great concert was at the Madeleine in Paris.

NB: How does singing relate to your spiritual life?

LM: I have so much scripture written on my heart due to music. Every time I sing a text, it is interpreted through the key, the
shaping of the lines, the interplay of voices and the musical stress on key words. Your breathing supports all that, and you
experience the text, along with the other members of the choir, in a physical and spiritual way. When I hear scripture being read

that I have learned in song, I sing it in my mind and it evokes an
emotional response to the text.

I wanted to also express what a joy it has been to share the Alto
Section Leader position with my sister Sally. Singing together,
worshiping together, and sharing our musical gifts every
Wednesday and Sunday for these many years has been so very
special. We constantly challenge and support one another to bring
our very best in worship through song. What a wonderful and rare
opportunity!

SB: I think singing is the glue that keeps me really connected with God. Often times when hearing scripture readings, I hear the
music of the scripture in my mind! The fellowship, support and friendship within the choir feed my spirit, and being part of a
group that shares a common message gives purpose. It means so much to me that my sister shares in these experiences and now
my oldest brother, Bill, joins us when he is in Tennessee on extended visits. FPC Music Ministry has been a magnet to me, and I
see that it is also a magnet for many others. I am so appreciative to be a part of the Sanctuary Choir at First Presbyterian Church.

“I have so much scripture written on
my heart due to music. Every time I
sing a text it is interpreted through the
key, the shaping of the lines, the
interplay of voices and the musical
stress on key words.” - Libby Marley

“I would have to say that my parents
were my biggest influence along
with my older siblings. My parents
often told the story of how they
met when they heard each other’s
singing voices.”   - Sally Burch

In the Loft with Libby Marley & Sally Burch

Libby Marley & Sally Burch


